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ODYSSEY OF THE MIND 
GOING TO STATE 
FINALS 

BY: PRESTON WU 

Odyssey of the Mind is a 
competition that encourages 
students to be creative and work 
as a team.  This year, more than 
eight teams from West University 
Elementary School are 
participating. There are five long-
term problems each team can 
choose. The long-term problem 
our team chose is Balsa Limbo. 
The requirement this year is to 
use less than 18 grams of balsa 
wood and super glue to build a 
structure that can hold as much 
weight as possible.  The 
structure’s height needs to be at 
least 8 inches and it has to go 
under a limbo bar.  There is also 
a spontaneous part of the 
competition.  The reason it is 
called spontaneous is because 
we don't know the question until 
we enter the competition room. 
We need to think fast and come 
up with creative answers.  
 
The Regional competition was 
this past weekend.  Our team's 
structure held over 500 lbs and 
we advanced to State Finals. 
The State competition is on April 
4th. Good luck to all WUES 
teams at the State Finals! 

 

 

From left to right: Federico Morotti, Hudson Jenq, Naoto Osako, Timothy Kirichenko,  
Preston Wu, Brian Duffy  

HOLIDAYS IN 
MARCH 

BY : MEGAN BERRY AND ISABELLA 
CLARK 

There are many unusual and fun 
holidays in March! Here are a few of our 
favorites! 
 
National Peanut Butter Lovers Day 3/1 
National Old Stuff Day 3/2 
National If Pets Had Thumbs Day 3/3 
National Pound Cake Day 3/4 
National Multiple Personality Day 3/5 
National Dentist Day 3/6 
National Crown Roast of Pork Day 3/7 
International Working Women's Day 3/8 
National Middle Name Pride Day 3/10 
International Jonny Appleseed Day 3/11 
National Girl Scouts Day 3/12 
National Give/Receive Jewelry Day 3/13 
National Pi Day (3.14) 3/14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National Everything is Right Day 3/16 
National Sloppy Joe Day 3/18 
National Absolutely Incredible Kid Day 
3/19 
International Earth Day 3/20 
International Fragrance Day 3/21 
National Puppy Day 3/23 
National Chocolate Covered Raisins Day 
3/24 
National Waffle Day 3/25 
National Make Up Your Own Holiday Day 
3/26 
National Scribble Day 3/27 
National Put Something On A Stick Day 
3/28 
National Doctors Day 3/30 
National Crayon Day 3/31 
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The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
By:  Emily Tang 
 
     The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, or Rodeo Houston is a fun place to meet different 
animals, experience foods, games, and watch the big show at the end. You can play the games 
or ride on the roller coasters. You can rest and get a snack. You can stay at the end and watch 
the cowboys and cowgirls show off their tricks. The Houston Rodeo is certainly a fantastic place 
to visit during spring break. 
     The Houston Livestock Show was formed after seven men met for lunch. They decided to 
host a rodeo. It began in 1931 and the first rodeo was held at the Democratic Convention Hall in 
April, 1932. The first parade took place in 1938.  
     The Houston Rodeo has gotten many awards. In 2007, it was given the title “the year of the 
volunteer” because many people helped to make the rodeo a big success. Also, in 2019, it won 
the Gold Buckle Foodie Awards. The Gold Buckle awards are made of many titles. Some titles 
the Houston Rodeo has won are the “Best-food-on-a-Stick”, “Best Value”, “Best New Flavor”, 
“Best Dessert”, “Best Fried Food”, and many more. 
     In all, the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo is a memorable event. Whether it is the tasty 
treats, games and prizes, rides, animals, or the grand exhibition, the Houston Livestock Rodeo 
will always impress you in its unique way. 
 
 

 

History of St. Patrick’s Day  
By:  Kavan Pandya 
 
     You probably know that on March 17th this year is St. Patrick’s day.  Though do you know 
what is the history of this day? Well, it all started around the year 400 when a boy named Patrick 
was born in Roman Britain. One day when Patrick was 16 he was captured and became a slave. 
He escaped in 432 AD and then he  went to Ireland to turn the Irish to Christians. From 432 AD 
till the time of his death on March 17, 461 AD, Patrick established monasteries, churches, and 
schools.  After St. Patrick died, many legends were based on him. For instance,one legend is 
that he drove the snakes out of Ireland. Another is that he used a shamrock to explain the 
Trinity. However, it was the Americans that made St. Patrick’s day into a really big holiday. 
Cities with the most Irish in them had bigger festivals. The first St. Patrick’s day was in Boston in 
1737 followed by New York in 1762. Since 1962, Chicago has colored its river green for St. 
Patrick’s day (although blue was the original color for St. Patrick's day). Today Irish and non 
Irish people come to wear green. What about the leprechauns putting their gold at the end of a 
rainbow?   This folktale was just made up by the Irish for tourists. But who knows? Maybe the 
tricky leprechauns have been putting the pot of gold on the other side of the rainbow! 
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Spring Break Activities 
By: Ethan Tang 
 
Have you ever felt bored during Spring Break and didn’t know what to do? Here are some ideas to get started off. 
You can… 
 
• Go camping    
• Hangout with your friends 
• Watch a movie 
• Visit a museum 
• Go on road trips 
• Go out for a swim 
• Play outdoors 
• Go somewhere for vacation 
• Go to the rodeo 
• Play a board game 
• Play a musical instrument 
• Learn something new    
 
Maybe these tips have helped you out, or you thought of some on your own. Whatever you do, remember to stay 
active during Spring Break! 
 
 

Activities to do on a Rainy Day 
By: Vedika Tandon 
 
1. Play board games with your family and friends.  Some fun examples are Monopoly, Clue, and Scrabble.  
Chess is another great option. 
 
2. Make art and crafts.  You can use different colored papers to make designs or use a bit of neon color to 
make your art pop.  It’s fun to paint over plain glass flower vases and to decorate little trinket boxes.  You can also 
make friendship bracelets, cards, and much more. 
 
3. Read a book!  Reading gives you knowledge and knowledge is power!  You can read science books filled 
with cool facts, fiction books that satisfy your imagination, or even comics! 
 
4. Invite a friend over!  When you have a friend by your side you can have lots more fun than you would alone.  
You can play games like hide n’ seek, tag, or 40-40 it. 
 
5. Relax and watch TV!  You can pop some popcorn and watch a movie with your family in the comfort of your 
home.  You can even invite a friend or two! 
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Get to Know  
Ms. Langston 
By: Sophia Tang and Naomi Fan 
 
 
1 Q: What is your favorite sport? 
A:I love running, and I grew up running cross country 
and track! 
2 Q: How many years have you been teaching 
WUES? 
A: This is my 5th group of kids to teach at West U 
Elementary.  
3 Q:Before teaching at West U, what did you do? 
A: In college, I was a waitress at a sushi restaurant.  
4 Q:What is 1 dream of yours? 
A: Someday, I dream of getting to be a mom! 
5 Q:What is your favorite color? 
A: Turquoise.  
6 Q:What is your favorite subject? 
A: Reading and History are a tie for my favorites! 
7 Q:Have you broken a bone before? 
A: Thankfully, I have never broken a bone. 
8 Q:Is this your dream job, if not what is it？ 
A:This is my dream job! I would also love to someday 
work in a museum or in a job where I can be 
surrounded by history. I love to learn new things!  
9 Q:What is your favorite thing about teaching？ 
A:I love getting to watch kids get excited about 
learning. A lot of teachers also talk about “the light 
bulb” moment when you can see it all “click” for a 
student!  
10 Q:Do you have any children or pets, if not , would 
you like one? 
A: I don’t have any pets, but I would love to someday!  
 
 

 
11 Q:If you had to choose a different grade, which 
grade would it be? 
A: When I was a student teacher, I worked with 7th 
graders and helped coach cross country. I really 
enjoyed that, so if I had to change grades- I would go 
do that again!  
12 Q:Are you inspired by anyone, if yes then who? 
A: I’m inspired by my mom to be more caring! She is 
a very selfless person, and she always puts others 
first. I try my best to be more like her.  
13 Q: What is your favorite quote? 
A: I like Albert Einstein’s quote about education. He 
said, “Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by 
its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life 
thinking that it’s stupid.’’ 
14 Q: What is your favorite part about February? 
A: I love Valentine’s Day! It’s fun to have an extra 
reason to tell the people you love how special they 
are to you! 
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Get to know Presley 
Winters 

By: Charlotte Lam 
 
1. How many years have you been at WUES? 
- One and a half years or 2 
2. What is your favorite subject?  
- My favorite subject is science.  
3. How many teachers have you had? 
- Two and their names were Ms. Bradly and Ms. 
Vistine 
4. What is your favorite animal? 
- Fennec fox 
5. What is your favorite food? 
- Sushi 
6. What is your favorite season? 
- Spring because there’s less chance of getting 
a cold 
7. What is your favorite color? 
- Maroon 
8. Who is your best friend? 
- Anabella from Ms. Wright’s class 
(She has more but we couldn’t list all of them) 
9. Are you interested in any sports? 
- No 
10. What school are you going to go to? 
- Roberts Elementary 
 

 
 
 
 

St. Patrick’s Day  
Word Search 
By: Sean Boyle and Sophia Kim 
 
N C  I K C Y D C Y  L V  K Z Q Q  
Q U OR K C E D S  T N  C D D P  
U U A C E L W K M B O O J  L V  
K T U H T  L C L  H J V  R D  I N  
R L N I  C  I  A G O L D  M N G E  
M CC I  R  E E N F K C  A G F E  
V T Z T A  T R C D M L  H  I K R  
L L A P D  S B P D W O S R QG  
B P RA M A  J M E R  V T H H T  
N I  L B U D O J  B L  E  T V R U  
T K MA G O L  F A R R  Z F H Y  
R A I N  B O W BN A  K E Z J  E  
L O T B D T  R E J  N F C A N Q  
B A J Z  L Q J  M Q K K P X X Z  
T X A U C V L  D Q O F A O L X  
 
CELTIC  
CLOVER 
DUBLIN 
GOLD 
GREEN 
IRELAND 
LEPRECHAUN 
LUCKY 
PATRICK 
RAINBOW 
SAINT 
SHAMROCK 
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Book Review:  
A Rat’s Tale 
 
By: Toby Yip 
 
Montauge is a regular rat living in New York 
City’s Central Park. One day however, 
Montauge decides to follow a she-rat home to 
the sewer. Montauge soon learns about the 
threat of the humans poisoning and killing many 
rats. The rats who survived from poisoning said 
that the humans were from The Board of Health. 
The she-rat’s dad (The Mayor of the Wharf) 
thinks that if they give the humans money they 
will stop poisoning the rats. Montauge finds an 
enemy in Randal Reese rat who has a crush on 
the same girl Montauge is friends with. The 
couple starts looking for money on the streets of 
New York. They find shells and sell them to rich 
rats who give them $40,000, more than enough 
to give to the humans. However, the humans 
don’t take the money and keep exterminating 
the rats. Will Montauge be able to save his 
friends? Or will they all be exterminated? Find 
out in “A Rat’s Tale” by Tor Seidler. 
 
I liked this book because of its creative plot, 
conflicted characters, and urban setting. I 
recommend this book for advanced readers who 
can read chapter books. 
 
 

 

Book Review:  
New Kid by Jerry Craft 
 
By: Evelyn Park 
 
New Kid is at the top of my favorite graphic 
novel list. This book describes a point of view of 
Jordan Banks who loves drawing cartoons. 
Despite his desire to go to an art school, he got 
stuck at a private middle school at a wealthy 
neighborhood. Jordan struggles to fit in the new 
environment, but learns how to make new 
friends and has lots of fun at his new school 
eventually. 
 
“Treat others like the way you want to be 
treated. ” is a valuable lesson I learned from this 
book. Jordan was always being treated rudely 
just because he was one of few kids of color, 
which made it difficult for him to make friends 
and belong. But, as he kept on going to school, 
making friends was easier than he thought. 
Some kids would come over to his table with 
Liam and Drew, Jordan’s best friends, and 
would talk together about what they like and just 
hang out. The next thing you know is that they 
are all friends!  Also, whenever people made fun 
of him, Jordan would just ignore them and 
minded his own business. 
 
I would recommend this book to 5th graders 
especially. It contains real life experiences you 
may have at middle school, as well as humorous 
and amazing to read over and over again. This 
book also changed my views about middle 
school. I was really nervous about going to 
middle school but now I am so excited to meet 
new teachers, friends, and more! 
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Interview with Mrs. Herrera 

By: Payton Lafitte 
 
1. Do you like being a teacher? 
Mrs Herrera: “Of course! It’s the best job in the world.” 
2. What’s your favorite food? 
Mrs Herrera: “ I love to eat lasagna.” 
3. Where did you go to college? 
Mrs. Herrera: “I went to Baylor University.”  
4. What is your favorite day of the year? 
Mrs. Herrera: “My birthday is my favorite day of the year!” 
5. What’s your favorite book? 
Mrs. Herrera: “Fox in Socks is my favorite book.” 
6. Would you rather be a teacher or a principal? 
Mrs Herrera: “I prefer being a teacher.” 
7. What do you like about this school? 
Mrs. Herrera: “I like how there are lots of students from around the world who came from different places.” 
8. Where was your favorite vacation? 
Mrs. Herrera: “I went to the Maldives last summer!” 
9. Do you like sports? 
Mrs. Herrera: “I do! I love softball!” 
10. Who is your best teacher friend at school? 
Mrs. Herrera: “They are all my best friends.” 
 

Leprechaun Comic 

By: Emma Goldstein 
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Connect the Dots on a Shamrock 
By: Gabby Chumpitazi 

 
Secret Code 
By: Asher Gurr 
 

 


